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Rule Change Intent

In consideration of the welfare of the horse, this rule change proposal discourages a practice that unnecessarily compromises the integrity of the horse's hoof 
health and condition. Used to achieve an uncertain competitive edge in under saddle classes, this practice often causes bruising, soreness, and breakage of 
the hoof wall and can result in extended lameness.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Horse & Rider Advocate Whitney Barnard

wbarnard@ushja.org
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HU129 Under Saddle and Hack Classes

1. In Under Saddle and Hunter Hack classes, horses are shown at a walk, trot and canter both ways of the ring. Light contact with 
the horse’s mouth is required. Horses should be obedient, alert, responsive and move freely. They should not be eliminated for slight 
errors. Judges may ask horses to hand gallop collectively, one way of the ring. (Exception: green classes.) No more than eight will be 
asked to hand gallop at one time. (Exception: Hunter National Championships see Championship Specifications) All horses being 
considered for an award must be serviceably sound. Judges must work competitors in groups of (20) or less or they must work a 
larger group in one direction, line up their selected competitors before working those remaining on the rail in the second direction, 
excusing the unselected competitors, and judging the selected competitors in the second direction. 
a. Horses competing in hunter divisions must do so with the same shoeing status in the under saddle classes as in the 
over fences classes. If a horse is competing in over fences classes with shoes, the horse must compete in under saddle 
classes with shoes. Exception: caulks and studs.

2. To be eligible for a Model or Under Saddle class counting toward a Championship in any “A” or “B” rated section, horses must be 
entered in at least one full point class over obstacles in the same section during the competition. To maintain awards or points won in 
the aforementioned classes the competitor must complete the course in at least one class.
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